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New Carbon Monoxide Alarm Rules Take Effect July 1, 2010

The 2009 Oregon Legislature passed HB 3450, the Lofgren and Zander Memorial Act, requiring the installation of carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in specific residential applications with a carbon monoxide source. These rules take effect on July 1, 2010.  The purpose of the bill is to reduce deaths and poisonings from carbon monoxide. Fire agencies statewide are making every effort to educate Oregonians about the requirements of the bill and importance of installing carbon monoxide alarms.

 The Act requires properly functioning carbon monoxide alarm(s) in dwellings with a carbon monoxide source. 

The following are implementation dates of the new rules:
July 1, 2010 - New Rental Agreements: When a landlord enters into a rental agreement creating a new tenancy in a dwelling unit that contains a carbon monoxide source or that is within a structure that contains a carbon monoxide source, the landlord must ensure the dwelling unit contains one or more properly functioning carbon monoxide alarms at the time the tenant takes possession of the dwelling unit. The landlord must provide a new tenant with alarm testing instructions. If the alarm is battery operated or has a battery backup system the landlord must supply working batteries for the alarm at the beginning of the new tenancy. 
April 1, 2011 - All Rental Dwelling Units: All rental dwelling units that have a carbon monoxide source or are located within a structure having a carbon monoxide source are required to have a carbon monoxide alarm. 
April 1, 2011 - Upon Sale of One and Two Family Dwelling or Multifamily Housing: When a person conveys fee title or transfers possession under a land sale contract of a one and two family dwelling or multifamily housing that contains a carbon monoxide source, the dwelling or housing must have one or more properly functioning carbon monoxide alarms installed in locations that provide carbon monoxide detection for all sleeping areas. 

April 1, 2011- New Construction and/or Remodels: Carbon monoxide alarms are required in new construction or a structure that undergoes reconstruction, alteration or repair for which a building permit is required, and is identified in the structural specialty code as a residential Group R structure.  
According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), each year more than 400 Americans die from unintentional carbon monoxide poisoning, more than 20,000 visit the emergency room and more than 4,000 are hospitalized due to carbon monoxide poisoning. Fatality is highest among Americans 65 and older.
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless gas that can cause sudden illness and death. Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning include headaches, dizziness, fatigue/weakness, sleepiness and mental confusion, nausea/vomiting, irregular breathing, chest pain, faintness, or loss of consciousness. If you feel these symptoms, get fresh air immediately. Consult a physician if the symptoms are mild. If the symptoms are severe, call 911. Don’t ignore the symptoms, especially if more than one person is feeling them.
Anytime fuel-fired appliances (water heaters, furnaces, clothes dryers, range/stove, fireplaces, wood stoves, etc.) are used in the house, there is potential for carbon monoxide buildup if the appliances are not properly vented to the outside.

For further information:

The Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) regarding carbon monoxide alarms:

http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/rules/OARS_800/OAR_837/837_047.html
Additional Oregon State Fire Marshal information about these rules:

http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/CommEd_CO_Program.shtml
Additional Information about Carbon Monoxide Poisoning:

http://www.cdc.gov/co/faqs.htm

http://www.epa.gov/iaq/pubs/coftsht.html

http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/all_citizens/co/fswy17.shtm
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